Maths Knowledge
When your child starts school it would be helpful
if they could:





Getting Ready for School

Count forwards to at least 10
Recognise the numbers to 10
Count objects to 10
Order numbers to 10

You can help your child to do this by:
 Talking about numbers in your world eg letter-






boxes, car number plates, clocks, speed signs
etc
Counting steps/stairs as you walk up and down
them
Making patterns when counting - “clap, stamp,
clap, stamp” etc
Playing games that require counting eg snakes
and ladders and dice games
Creating a ‘sorting box’ with all kinds of
treasure. Ask “how many?”

DRURY
SCHOOL

STARTING SCHOOL
Enrolment packs are available from the School
office and the completed forms need to be
returned to the office prior to your first
orientation visit.
Information you will need to provide on these
forms include:

Your child’s name, address and date of birth

Parent/Guardian names and contact phone
numbers

Emergency contact details

Ethnic Group and Iwi (if applicable)

Early Childhood Education: Where/Hours/
Duration

Health/Allergies/Vision/Speech issues etc.
Information that needs to be seen by office
staff:

Verification of date of birth: You will need
to provide a copy of your child’s Birth
Certificate or passport

Immunisation: Please bring in your child’s
immunisation certificate (or their Plunket
book) to verify their status

If you have any custody issues, please
provide any legal documentation

Formation of letters:
The chart below shows the correct way to form
the letters. The dot is the starting place:

Writing correctly:
In order to write correctly children need to learn
to hold a pencil between the thumb and pointer
finger, with the middle finger underneath. This is
sometimes called the “3 point grip” or “tripod
grip”. See picture below:

SCHOOL ORIENTATION VISITS
At Drury School we believe children have the best
transition to school if they have been able to do
the following before they start:




Meet the teacher and their classmates
Know where their classroom and toilets are
Know some of the class/school routines

Orientation visits usually take place on a Thursday.
Your child is invited to have two pre-entry visits
in the New Entrant classroom.
Visit One
(8.40am - 9.30am) involves meeting the teacher
and other classmates.
Parents stay with their
child for this visit.
At
the
second
visit
(8.55am - 10.30am) we
would like you to drop your
child at the classroom and
leave. This
allows your
child to experience what
school life is like without
you there.
School
uniforms
are
purchased online. Payment
by credit card, internet
banking or cheque. Orders
delivered to your door.
www.argyleonline.co.nz

GETTING READY FOR SCHOOL

Reading and Writing

There are many ways in which you can help your
child get a good start as a New Entrant. It would
be great if your child could:

You can help your child be ready to learn to read
and write by:

Repeat his/her full name and address
Recognise his/her full name
Put things away when finished using them
Take off and put on jumpers/jackets by themselves
Tie their own shoe laces
Be able to blow their own nose
Wash and dry their hands and remember to flush
the toilet without help
Hold scissors and know how to use them safely
Recognise his/her basic colours

about the pictures
Helping your child to practise writing their name
(capital for first letter followed by lower case eg
Ethan, Sarah, Brooke etc)
Visiting the library regularly & borrowing books
Encouraging a love of books
Helping your child to learn some of the alphabet
names and their sounds











Speaking and Listening
It would be great if your child at 5 years could:
 Follow a simple instruction
 Listen with interest to stories read aloud
 Answer questions after listening to a story, and





retell it
Give the sound at the beginning of a word
Know some rhyming verses by heart
Use correct sentence patterns
Describe a picture and tell a story about it

 Reading to your child and taking time to talk






Learning the Alphabet:
Once your child starts school, he/she will be helped
to recognise the letter name, both capital letters
and lower case, know the letter sounds and know
some words that start with that letter.

